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Sunday School in the Dining Room at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday Worship at 11 a.m. in person in the sanctuary or via Facebook Live. 

Pastor Search Team
The Pastor Search Team composed of John Adamcik, Cy Brooks, 

Debbie Edwards, Rene’ Folk, Shirley Garis, Teena Reddeck and 
Barbara Smith has met twice to begin its work to discern God’s 
leadership in calling the next Senior Minister of our congregation. At 
our first meeting, we engaged in team building and elected officers: 
Teena Reddeck, Chair, and Debbie Edwards, Vice Chair/Secretary. At 
our second meeting, we developed a team covenant and reviewed 
preliminary results of the congregational survey as well as the pro-
cedure we will use in our initial review of applications. At our next 
meeting, we will finalize and adopt the covenant and begin our work 
to develop a Pastor Profile based on the results of the congregational 
survey, the deliberations of the Leadership Team in the spring, and 
the Search Team’s deliberations of God’s leadership. We look for-
ward to our work together and to our regular communication with 
the congregation about our progress.

Well-deserved 
recognition!

Read the resolution from 
the Deacons on the inside.

Brief Called 
Church Conference

immediately following 
worship

Sunday, Sept. 19
to determine the fate 
of the Fitness Room 

and its contents



Prayer Needs
Email heather@fbchighpoint.org or call 

Heather Absher at 336-883-0178 when you 
or someone in your immediate family is in 
the hospital and/or is in need of prayer. 
Please provide their address so we may 
mail the prayer sheet to them. Please get 
permission to publish their names on our 
prayer chain and email and Phonetree noti-
fications. Also please let us know when it 
is time to remove their name from the list.

Offering and Income
July 25, 2021

Weekly Budget Need  
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $2,857.00
Total Budget Receipts  
 $2,857.00
Budget Needs to Date
 $224,400.00
Budget Receipts to Date  
 $172,762.25

August 1, 2021
Weekly Budget Need 
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $3,777.00
Total Budget Receipts
 $3,777.00
Budget Needs to Date               
 $231,880.00
Budget Receipts to Date               
 $176,539.25

August 8, 2021
Weekly Budget Need  
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $2,628.00
Total Budget Receipts
 $2,628.00
Budget Needs to Date              
 $239,360.00
Budget Receipts to Date  
 $179,167.24

August 15, 2021
Weekly Budget Need  
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $3,337.50
Total Budget Receipts                    

$3,337.50
Budget Needs to Date              
 $246,840.00
Budget Receipts to Date  
 $182,504.75

August 22, 2021
Weekly Budget Need  
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $3,942.00
Total Budget Receipts                    

$3,942.00
Budget Needs to Date              
 $254,320.00
Budget Receipts to Date  
 $186,446.00

August 29, 2021
Weekly Budget Need  
 $7,480.00
Tithes & Offerings $1,481.00
Total Budget Receipts                    

$1,481.00
Budget Needs to Date              
 $261,800.00
Budget Receipts to Date  
 $187,927.75

Dr. Jeff Rogers
Interim Minister

jeff@fbchighpoint.org

Heather Absher
Director of Finance
and Communication

    heather@fbchighpoint.org

Bettie York
Organist

Staff

Gary Pressley 
Building Superintendent
pressleypr@gmail.com

Carol Brooks 
Herald editor, Webmaster

cab1@northstate.net

Gathering together
I’m excited that Prayer Time and Bible 

Study are returning on Wednesday eve-
nings after our taking the month of August 
off. There are two ways to participate. The 
doors will open at 6 p.m. for anyone who 
would like to bring a take-out supper to the 
Dining Room to eat and fel-
lowship prior to the Prayer 
Time and Bible Study which 
begins at 7 p.m. For those 
who may be unable or 
uncomfortable with coming 
to the building, participation 
by Zoom will also be pos-
sible. The link will be distrib-
uted on Wednesdays so that 
you can join by computer, 
tablet, or phone. The virtual 
room will open about 10 min-
utes before 7:00, with Teena 
Reddeck hosting. 

The first set of sessions will be a study in 
the gospel of Mark I’m calling “Location, 
Location, Location: Lessons in the Locales 

in Mark.” We all know location matters, 
and that’s no less true of the gospels. Come 
take a look at the lessons we can learn 
from the way the gospel of Mark presents 
the locales of Jesus’ ministry. It should be 
great fun, and I’m hoping it will add some-
thing of value to the many times you have 

heard Mark preached on 
Sunday mornings and taught 
in Sunday School. 

Conversations are under-
way about when and how 
to add children’s activities 
to our Wednesday evening 
offerings. We have dedi-
cated adult leaders who are 
ready to start when we have 
a plan. 

As long as remains safe to 
gather, we will follow this 
plan. Please plan to mask 
(when not eating), and enjoy 

each other’s company at a safe distance. 
I look forward to seeing you (virtually) on 
Wednesdays in September. 

– Jeff Rogers, Interim Minister

Scripture readings  
for Sunday worship

September 5 – Psalm 146; James 2:1-17
September 12 – Psalm 116:1-9; James 3:1-12 
September 19 – Psalm 1; James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
September 26 – Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20

How can you share your 
spiritual gifts?

Don’t hide your light under a bushel. Let 
the Nominating Committee know which 
committees you think would benefit from 
your service.

Here are the options:
Baptismal
Bereavement
Building Grounds & Transportation
Children’s/Preschool
Christ’s Little Acorns Oversight
Fellowship  & Kitchen
Greeting
Missions
Music
Nominating
Pastoral Relations
Parking Lot
Personnel
Stewardship
Youth

Please turn in your ideas to the church 
office soon or add it to the offering plate as 
it is passed in the worship service.



Well, that didn’t last long. As reported at church conference in 
July, the return to in person worship showed increased giving when 
we averaged $34,000 in receipts for April and May. If you look at 
June and July combined, we averaged $20,000 receipts. That’s a 40% 
drop in receipts, but the fixed costs remain the same all year.

August isn’t looking good so far either. Maybe it’s just summer 
break.

In general, we have a pretty solid fixed cost of about $21,000/
month. The biggest variable we have is repairs. While receipts are 
down, repairs are up. Surprise events like the ceiling repair in the ves-
tibule and behind the balcony are paid out of savings after insurance 
does what it will. We recently spent $6,500 on the air conditioning 
units over the gym, deferring the cost of a $25,000 full replacement. 
And deferring that cost was a good thing because the main unit 
that serves the sanctuary just went out in August, costing $5,000 to 
repair.

Bottom line is we (Stewardship and the church office) do what we 
can with what receipts we get. While times are uncertain with the 
economy and virus, etc, we truly appreciate your regular contribu-
tions that keep the church moving forward.

Don Myers, treasurer

Financial Report THE DEACONS
OF

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Resolution

 WHEREAS, Bruce N. Hartgrove faithfully 
served First Baptist Church as Minister of Music for 39 
years, from 1981 until his retirement in June 2020; and
 WHEREAS, Rev. Hartgrove was the longest 
serving minister in any capacity in the history of First 
Baptist Church; and
 WHEREAS, during Rev. Hartgrove’s time at 
First Baptist Church, he performed over and above his 
prescribed duties, including supporting us through 
several interims; and
 WHEREAS, Rev. Hartgrove was much loved by 
the congregation of First Baptist Church.
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Deacons extend their deepest appreciation to Rev. 
Hartgrove for his dedication and service to First 
Baptist Church and to the congregation of this Church; 
and
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Deacons 
hereby confer upon Bruce N. Hartgrove the honor of 
Minister of Music Emeritus; and
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution 
be recorded in the permanent minutes of the Deacons 
of First Baptist Church; and
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution 
be recorded in the permanent minutes of First Baptist 
Church.
 This the 18th day of July, 2021.

THE DEACONS OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Vestibule Ceiling Repair Update
Several contractors have visited to survey the repairs need-

ed to the ceiling in the vestibule and the storage room behind 
the balcony. Additionally, a drop ceiling in the Children’s area 
needs removal and replacement for the safety of Christ’s 
Little Acorns. We have not selected a contractor at this point, 
but should in a few days.

Carol Brooks, chair of Building and Grounds

Rockers Parking
Our Rockers voluntary parking lot team is pleased to 

announce our total contribution to First Baptist through 
August 19. The 60-game season began June 1. After 36 
games, we have been able to contribute $4,792.00. This is a 
good start in assisting the church with its missions and other 
programs.

The Rockers are experiencing their best season to date . 
They are currently #1 in the South Division. So strive to come 
out and watch them play! 

We have more home games ahead, and by the way, park 
at our FBC lot for easy entry to the ball park! Our 20-member 
volunteer staff will be looking for you to attend.

Charlie Bowers, Parking Lot Committee chair

Thank You
You have certainly celebrated my retirement in grand 

style! Thank you for the events of Aug. 22: the morning wor-
ship service with the choir and Dr. Rogers’ meaningful ser-
mon, the honor of being named Minister of Music Emeritus, 
the naming of the Music Suite in my honor and the beauti-
ful and delicious reception. Both at the reception and at the 
time of my retirement, I have received many kind notes, 
cards and gifts from present and former members. I espe-
cially want to thank the members of the Music Committee, 
the Adult Choir, and the Choir officers for the planning of 
the reception. These folks were assisted by many friends, 
including, but not limited to, Cy Brooks, Don Myers, Pam 
Myers, Wayne and Maxine Perdue and Gary Pressley. 

I feel privileged to have worked and ministered among 
you and led you in worship for 39 years. I was privileged 
to have assisted several generations of children, youth and 
adults to discover and develop their musical talents during 
my ministry. Also, while at First Baptist Church, I planned 
and assisted with the meetings, meals and trips for the 
Radiant Club. We had many great times together on our 
travels! 

Sally and I appreciate your kind words and best wishes 
for the future. Our sincere prayer is that you will continue 
to find God’s guidance and blessings for this wonderful 
congregation. 

Bruce & Sally Hartgrove

Dear Church Family,
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the gener-

ous love offering you gave us. We never wanted to be paid 
for this – that would make it like a job. We did it out of love 
for the church and because we saw a need. I have always 
said when there is something that needs doing, just do it.

Thank you again for the cards, phone calls and words of 
encouragement for my recent surgery. It certainly helped.

With love and gratefulness,
Rick and Betsy Hines



Postmaster, please send change of address to:
First Baptist Church, 405 N. Main St.,
High Point, NC 27260-5088

The Church Herald
(USPS 560-820)
Published monthly by First Baptist Church

Deacons on Call
September 5

Teena Reddeck
Donna Willis

September 12
Diania Baum

Charlie Bowers

September 19
Pam Burgess
Linda Causby

September 26
Rick Hines

Debbie Edwards

CALENDAR
Sunday Worship

Live Stream Every Sunday 
at 11:00 a.m. on

Midweek Prayer  
and Bible Study:  

The Virtual Edition
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Pastoral Care Line
881-6480

BIRTHDAYS
Betty Jo Clary Sept. 1

Terry Eddinger Sept. 1

Josephine Edwards Sept. 3

Miguel Torres Sept. 4

Tatum Murrow Sept. 8

Gayle Smoot Sept. 8

Bob Culler Sept. 10

Don Myers Sept. 10

Martha Harrison Sept. 11

Linda Henretta Sept. 11

Geneva Pruden Sept. 15

Nanette Cornwell Sept. 17

John Hunnicutt Sept. 17

Martha Smoot Sept. 23

Katheryn Burgess Sept. 24

Brenda Jones Sept. 25

Dixie Clapp Sept. 26

Kathy Martin Sept. 26

Ruth Lansford Sept. 27

Robert Kaiser Sept. 30


